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L ZHERE ARE tmes when one is

., empicd to suspect that some
such srocedure is outlined in the
manual of Instructions officielles is-
saed to senior French oifficials. It
was & routine of the Fourth Repub-
Hep it is sull resorted to under ihe
Filth, The Sen Barka affair has pro-
vided what might be a wxtbook cx-
ample of ie technicue.

Mchdi Ben Barka was the leader
Left-wing Moroccan
political »narty, the “National Union
of Populur Forces.”” A few minutes
after noon on October, 29, 1965, he
was nccosied in the center of Paris
by two men who identified them-
selves as policemen and asked hin to
go with them. He stepped into their
car and was driven away. Hc has
i N 1
RAY ALAN Is a British correspondent
who has reported on Euwrope, £ jrica
and the Middle East for many years.

not been scen of heard from since
by anyone fricndly to him, Flad he
not been accomnunicd by a Moroc-
can studen!, whom the oolicemen

seem to have ignored. even e Jir-

cumstances of s Kidnapni ng nuight
have remained Gbscure. As it hap-
pened, U ’

I 1o stmdent was wble to alert
Ben Barka's vrother Abdel-Rader
who contacted e police and in-
formed the pross.

During thie next few woeks
Iearned that the wo policemen had
handed Ben Barka 10 a
ramed Georges Bouchesciche whe
held him prisoner nthcnerzz Mo-
hammad OLLM, the B
Minisier of the interior, arrived in
Paris to take h.m over, 1.ae coordi-
nator of the operation appears to
have been a governmoent emyploye
named Arntoine Lopez, an agent of
the sprce (Service de documenta-
tion ex[érzezu'c et de contre-espion-
nage), seerct service concerned
With certain aspects of France’s for-
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1 ne services of
the Quai v‘On\ly (SDECE men or-

ganized the succesful counter-coup
iz {2bon and the unsuccess.ol coup

Lo Guinca and arc said to have
played a part in bringing together
opponents of Kwame Nkrumah.)
Boucheseiche and  his  associates
bcrous men with good po-

litical and police contacts
Paris and Rabat; i the 1950s they
were c;**ploycd by the French po-
lice and barbouzes (officiui sirong-
arm squaos) against political unde-
sircbles, and made a killing, on the
sic., swindling Europeans in Norih
Alrica who wished to transfer cap-
ital w0 France or Switzerland.

Most of the gang left Parls soon
after Ben DBarka's
but one man, the neurotic Georges
Figon, stayed behind,
boasting of the influence of the
Gaullist deputy, Pierre Lemarchand,
whom he claimed to be his “pro-
tector,” and threatening to. sell his
story to the press if t i

. e
agernatey

e organizers of
t’nc kidnapping failed to pay him
his due,

Figon had talwn an active part
n two carlicr attempts o murder
Ben Barka, was in this plot from the
start, and met the deputy Lemar-
chand soon after the kidnapping.

-

Later he contacted journalist acr -

guaintances and cven posed for-a
photo ouiside police headquarters.
He claimed to have seen Oufkir

torturing Ben Barka. But it was two-

months before the police made ﬁny
scrious effort to apprehend him, ar

the results of such other mqmuw
as were made during November
were hushed up. The nat 1i

iral incn—
nation of French oificialdom 10

’U

1A
[N

Approved For Release 2001/07/26 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100350047-5

[/ze New Leader




wraos on the
by Clectoral considersiions,
suslic had known last December
WU has since been revealed

die comportment of certain oificial
services and Guaullist personalities
General de Gaulie might not have
been re-clected Piesident of the Re-

public.

TTTNHASE TWO was opened oa De-
p—— v 5 4
cember 22, 1956, oy Gc;ac;’z;;
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de Gaulle's Minisier of Justice, Jean
oycr. Asked by a de “gat.on of wie
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Ben Barka affair, he replied
soroximately these words: “Itis
bLmuuSS. The General
ndied with care. There
are ind'cxt ons that American sc-

behind the kid-

Soyer may have jumped the gun.
This line was not adopted by other
misisters  untl mid-January. On
L nuary 17, ‘:966 the Paris police
had been gwm the address at which
Fzgon was hiding. forced 0 act,
they went about their task (in the
words of a c’.istinguismd groun of
lawyers) “with a deployment of
forces sufficient to alarm even the
rost inofiensive of citizens.” They
found Figon dead, shot behind the
car. With suspect haste, the Procur-
ewr decided overnight that Figon
had shot himself, and the dossier
was closed. But rumor insisted that
the bullethole was bigger than it
ought to have been, if produced by
the weapon found beside Figon's
body. A friend of the dead man an-
nounced that Figon had told him
that if ever he committed suicide he
would shoot himscli through the
palate, Frenchmen were reminded of
other timely suicides in their recent
history.

With scandui spreaving like a
brushire, some diversion was des-
pcra:cly needed. On January 21,
Roger Frey, the Nln;thI of the In-
terior, informed a rYroup of “lefi-
ish Gaul ists” at the home of Fran-
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he first publicist of ncie to cn-
hg.:tm public opinion on this point
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& similar service in Novem-
e wfter Guaist oificials had
expressed disquict over the popular-
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ity of * Lgb’d nt-eliect
France. On that ceeasion,
sage soo;tenqo el
gists already have their
e wiote!:

“Do not let us forget that in 1944
wricans coiuiv

mzy in
1 a pas-
hm antholo-

eyes on it,

[N

-oashed an

pulvcruw our villazes, our church-
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ave you ob

iace of their mw ’J bidcnt" His fa-

v
»~1 ;_]

to strike,
1 5] . ¢

ouid Siru\C do not doub

1 - Ty iy N - ey
inat, in Yy 0DiNI0a, We wic in (.I'.y
Janger -Lii'OITL ul.x., SO ,u.l"' ZS, m

d
Paris, two sturs siine an o sleeve

)
—
-
j
C
=
.
C
7'.
]
s
o
o3
i~
'\‘.
<
-
p
=
=
S
$\
2.
=
ﬁ.

”\/’wr ac wroig:

! . P T PR &
“Shortly ader shoitly before
IASEY ™
the murder of Ben Sarka (I forget
the exact daie) a well-informed Mo-

roccan fricnd spoke to me of Gen-
eral Oufkir’s close ties with
Amcrican secret services. . . .
once thesc American services have
brought off a magnificent double
suceess — agoinst the Afro-Asian
world, in geti IR

and agamst Ge Wlilide. il Wi aadlicl-

can
then the de
ing for them.”

This was aimed at an “intellect-
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vil must have been act-
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ual readership — which is as crust
reflexion as one could make on the

in ka,Cl.qu condition of de Gaulle’s
France. The logical leaps imposcd

on the icss sophisticated browscrs

of Puaris-Match a fow days later by

“Majcr X, a former SDECE oflicer,”
/ere more engaging:

“General Oufkir nromised [the
kidnappers] 50 millicn francs but
was unable to pay. . . . Lopez was
in touch wiin the U.S. Narcotics
Bureau . . . as wore the two police-
men [Raymond] Voitot and {Louis]
Souchon. Lopez claims to have
warned Le Roy [his sdzct chief
of what was being plotied lust May;
one may assumie that he also tipped

off the U.S, Narcotics Bureau which
would immediately alert the cCia
which still maintains a training-cen-
ter, guarded by Polish mercen racs
and A.satxan dogs, ax.d officially
known as U.S. Base 313, at Poteay,
in the Landes. . . . Ben Barka was
notoriously pro-Chinese. . . . It is
not unthinkable that while th, Am-
ricans took care to play no direct
art in the neutralization of Ben
arka, an event they wished to bring
about, they provided the funds with-
out which the operation could not
have succeeded. Five hundred mil-
lion are said 1o have been promised,
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Lhase “.'cvcl‘;u;oz;s with glee. Only o
Your o agd, wien ihc Quai a’Orsuy
wus naving onc of ifs
of concern and aﬁ'cction for Syuz
wnd Lebanon, Le Monde obliged
with an cditorial asscrtion that it
was Winsion Churchill who ordered
the bombardment of Damascus (
the French Army!) in 1945, Zut
iE:is tme Lo Monde was not piay-
ng, and even the anti-American Ca-
m.rd Enchainé mocked official ef-
forts w0 imoiicate the U.S. Far from
sovernment’s red her-
ring, e lveliest papcrs sct about
diseniangling the chains of com-
mand and complicity that connected
-

Ben Barka’s Kkidnappers with

L

chasinz o

In their years of intrigue against the
Fourth Republic, and the purges an d
veadetias of the first few years of ¢

Fifth, the Gaullists had given ma ny
hosieges to fortune. The sceret
seovices had been split into Left-
wing and Rightwing factions by
the copoinunesis of successive gov-
ernments. (One of the early direc-
tors of the SDECE, Henri Ribiere, for
cxaminie, was a Soc;z‘.uu. After writ~

fore dying he told I
the asccident had been arranged so

as 10 .iquidate him.

Thus the press was able o estab-
tish that Antoinc Lopez was a con-
scientious “Dcm whose reports (re-
sponsible for the capture of He
Zella and his comipanions in 1956)
were taken seriously; that Lome:
nad warned his SDECE supcriors as
long ago as May 17, 1963, ihat

Oufkir was plotling w0 seize Den

jos]

(2, and on senimber ZY, 20D,
nud given somie Gotads and e
swmes of those involved; and hatl
1ae channel of communication o O“g
which Lopez's Information was nass-
cd Ied to Jacques Foccart, a veicran
Gaullist  stratcgist and “newwork”
organizer, who since 1958 has been
coordinator of the main scoarity
scrvices and personal adviser of the
President.  Lopez’s only  poiitical
contacts were two UNr  (Gaullist
p‘ ty) personalities: Lemarchand
and C”u'c-lsson:xc-_cduc, both col-
Jaborators of Foccart’s and organi-
zers of semi-secrer Gaullist activist
newworks” which still exist, now {i-

nzmcca 'oy 'HL staie.

emarchand, wihom Figon claim-

ed to be his “pr olcctor, would have

made a splendid Tan Fleming char-

acter. In 1963~ 62, acting on the or-
.

ders of Roger Frey, Minister of the
Interior, and undcr povcr of the
Geaullist Mouvement pour la Com-
munauté, he organized official ant-
oAs terrorist squads in Algeria.
When thesc squads Lad outlived
their use 'u?ncas, their 20 or so lead-
ers wore ealloe
Algiers villa. 1
Gaullists, but (
file, who were mainl ;:crccnarics
recruited from the wpnderworid and
tie police) they knew too much
out the Administration’s responsi-
bility for a number of kiliings and
bomb explosions which &« future,
iberal, French government

.
1
raiont decide 1o investigaie one way.
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meant sent to the vills
chand, exploded, killing most of
those present. One of Lemarchand'’s
rewards for his many seivices ren-
dered was a seat in the Nutional As-
cmbly as UNR deputy Jor the de-
nartment of Yonne, To {uciitate his
cction his princinal onponent was
arrested nine days before the poil
The press also discovercd that
General Gufkir had been a SDECE
informant, and sull exchanged in-
Jormation and services with it occa-
sionially; @nd vhai on November 3,
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TY0D, i ralis, 1S JUCSG b Ginnct
included two senior
nersonal cabinet of Roger
Mu.ough the fact
personally taken delivery of the kid-
napped Ben Barka {our days carlier
was xnown not only o the poiicc
and the SDECE but 0 Trey 2

Frey himself revealed 1o iv;m‘ fiac
and .lla friends on January 21

ricnd of the uolorful Lerarchand,
who passcd on to him Figon’s ac-
count of ixe kidnapning on Novem-
I nee .\..I‘:lu&,u-—- -
vately — that on November 2 he
also kncw thc namcs or i 1wo
en BDarka’s '<'d n ‘ppcxs Y ¢t on No-
vember 12 he was still denying —
i an official communiqué — that
Irench policerzen were invoived
Blaming the Americans having
proved fruitless, it was decided, at
an exalted level, to put as much
blame as possible on the press. The
press is a favorite scap
French governments. As a
Le Monde observea recently, “Ev-
cryone kiows that it Is e pross

td

&
n

- O
e}

I8

@]
(a2

which provokes scandals by report-

ing them, loses wars by demoraliz-
ing the nation, and endz‘n”crs na-
tional umty by criticizing the gov-
ernment.” In the classic currency-
trafficking scandal of 1953, in which
the usual mishmash of senjor of-
ficials, politicians, secret agen
gangsters were involved, the oniv
man against whom the law movea aL
all vigorously was the journalist who
wrotc a book exposing it all; and
during France’s enibroilments in In-
dochina and North Africa far more

journalists were punisc.ii for de-

1

nous: Cm"’ the use of toruure han tor-,

tureis for applying it. General de
Guulle’s strictures, during his 1ast «

address, on the role of the prcss
in the current scandal arous
oes of Guy Mollet in the
“enri Cucuille in the 1940s.

The French pres

$

taincd inspiring heights of provity.
Few Paris dailies are scli-support-

ing; most provincial papers are dis-
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sidizavion is e rule und the only
: press agency is the olii-
ial ave. Ii‘uz 2 few Paris weeklies
AU SO ‘ly Vl"OAOL s, and in
their vizor
normally sl ‘L:,ish

.TAIO acuon. THe Hress came os near

Ty g

e Ll

;
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s
s i coula to filling the gaw in the
mosions life caused by the jovern-
Caond's emasculation of parliamcst,
ru.o and Tv.

Zhuse four (“Sit tught ..
coened, Threo senior officials wid
westigating the aflair
o7 involved in it develoned mysteri-
ous illnesses
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secrel illness:

“We are not ar li
T arC (Ul ddl 1i0-
. A Ly y . S P |
Civf W0 rcvczn thie nature of his -
L3 -~ - Fpaly 3
ness,” said a sptce official when
T A

asked :'“og.t the hcah}* of M, Mor-

SDECE *~1marc“y, who fell i
the Ben Barka scandal ‘uxo e, Mar-

33

cel Le Roy (also known as “Colo-
nel Finville”), Lopez’s immediate

sunerior, was arrested but fell back
on Lis SDECE sccrecy oath. Louis
Zsiinger, the C)uhﬂlhn."’ 'mwmrat\,,
ciosed his mqmry and handed i
Zossier o the parquet (public pros-
ecutor’s office) in what Le Moinde
called “an atmosphere of renuncia
tion and resignation.” The a"fair
was aircady drifting out of pubiic
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=Zps FreNcH often sirike one as
‘; ¢ m.vmg extraordinarily  short
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cericralizations as
her people make
that the strongly
of French educa-
tion stimulates a subconscious urge
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to forget political cvents of an un-
flattering nat urc") Wha ever tha ox-
planation, few Fronchmen have any
clear recolleciicn of even such re-
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.4 resounding scandals as the

wofle des plastres (1 533), the «of-
faire Dides {1954), the bazooka
maurder plot (1957), the Algérie
jrancuise and Caullist conspiracics
of 1558, the beatings and kiliings of

1 icaris police
i UGG-C L und e roses Whao, anart
: romembers

, 4 un-

"y
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is st urounishes? No civil court
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aoents in ,/Am-

. 10 Ln\.; k\'dlap
M? Will anyone
Ben Barka in even

one of ihose sudden dccmve TIOVeS
I .
thar revive one’s wwust ik the ©renct
: M B 1e 3
udicial machine just as one 15 Ge-

s
snairiang of it, the chambre d'accu-

sation of the Paris court of appeal
ordered that the inquiry be reopen-
cd. This initiative was taxen —— de-
spite the opposition of the parquet
—in response to & petition from the
atatives of Abdel-Kadar
Ben barka. Anong the new wit-
ard will be a waitress,
loye of ‘mv gdng ter

I
who kidnapped Mehdi Ben Barka
and z senior molice officer named
André Simbille d.x.mg thh Bouche-

el

nhad never met Boucheseiche. At
the beginning of May, after receiv-
ine -1 anonyraous telephone call,
the police began scarching for Ben
Barka’s body in an area of ma rsh-
land and ponds favored by Bou

1¢ for fishing parties.

rC has obeen a
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vival of public
f2ir, but many Frenchmen are still
convinced that the authoritics will
never allow the full story to be wld.
Antcine Loi sz and his chief, Maracl
Lec Roy, are i prison, but it is gen-
coully assumed in Pacs that they arc

siiil on tae payroll of the SDECE anc
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Iy have any other option
thought that thesc two ofilcerd
will reveal Rust enough of vhat they
know 1o implicate themsclves an
insure that incuiries can decently &4
halted at Le Roy’ {resy

sibility, They will be imprisoncd
Tor o short while, oaid off, and &l
lowed o retive ¢ t

agrecable backwiier.

General de Cuulls himseli sug
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acsted this formula when his scercy
; S et T e
service  chicf, Andrd  Dowavis

c
(“Colonel Passy”), foumicr of th\
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bazooka bpiotlers are now sunming
T oy - T 1 YR w ey 1 PR
thermsclves in the Zalcaric islunds
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The refuge for heads of the Gaul

burbouze bC‘Lu.Qb oct them
sclves “burnt” (the French term) i

said to be in Bolivin. Figon wa
waiting for Lemarchand to obraif
papers allowin ' i

Cﬂc.i’ulcf, was if

twaen the SDECE

aison b

de Gaulle’s {allure to eracy

cate the kma of corruption ar
triguc his spokesmen denounced s
extravagantly in the days of thp
Fourii Republic. :
table Gaullist
a clean new France. But they emp
ployec too many dirty hands ang
too much shod :
crihrew le Systéme (2
they called the Fourth
only to establish la Répu
barbouzes (lhe goon squads’ X
pudlic) — a Canard Enchain
cadline that has become a nationd
catch-phrase, The dream
cnd}x:g, and the Ben Burka
has conlr 1butcd to Jnc awakening.
12y never have a tomge
the founders of the Sixtk
chu‘oilc should raise a small mog-
umient to him.
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